Speaker of the House: Hathorn's Response to Speech of Gov. Clinton

Independent Journal, March 11, 1784

To bis Excellency GEORGE CLiNTON, Efy; Gowernor of
the State of Nerw;:'l"ar{'. General aiid Commauniter in Chief
of all the Militiay and Adwmiral of ithe Nawy of. the fames

‘The refpefiful ADDRESS of tlic Affembly of the State
of New-York, in anfwer to his Excellency's Speech, at
the opening of the Seffion.

{ 7E, the Reprefentatives of the peopls of tlie State of
New-York, in Aflembly, convened, regret with
your Excellency the wiavdidahle clrcumflances which have
fo long prevented us from difchargingthofe important trufts
committed to us, by our conftituents, and delayed the, plea-
fure we'experience in_receiving and’ réciprocating the con-
gritulations of your Excellency on the momentous events
which have recently been accomplifhed.

While we trace the dire@ing Hand of a gracious Provi-
dence, fo &ngularly difplayed 1n our favour in every ftage
of the late arduous conflift ; whillk we are furrounded by
ohjeéts which momently remind us of the inveteracy. and ;
barbarity wherewith it {;ns been condufied by _our enemies,
and_while Ythe diftreffes to which fo many of ouk worthy
fellow-citizens have been expofed, excite our warmeit (ym-
pathy; and an anxious defive to tepair the ravages of “war,
we hend with grateful humility to' the Almighty Ruler of
the Univeife, through while benign difperifations we enjoy
the ineftimable Llelings of peace, and an uncontrouled ex-
ercife of the rights of fovereignsy,

Men aétuated by the genuine fpirit of freedom, are as
incapakle of licentious exceffes as they are of flavifh fubmif-

-fion,-.-"T'hat our feflow-citizens, as well thofe who have
~ Far their patriotifin, been fubjeéted to a long and diftreffing
exile, as thofe who their country’s wrongs«impelled'ts take
the field, were pofleffed of that fpirit, in a very eminent de-
ree, we with the molt fincere approbation declare is evi-
tlent, from the conduét which they have uniformly obferved
vt condudt which affords us the more pleafing refla®ions,
as it is fraught with difappointment to thofe who ret3in ini-
mical difpofitions to our country : And wa beg leave to ai-
fuieyour Excéllency, that fucli meafures as may tend to
convince thole of our fellow-citizens whofe arms have con-
ducel to the eftablifhment of our liberties, that their coun-
try cannot be inattentive to their meritoripus fervices, will
be ranked'among the faft objels.of our attention, »
‘The communications of Congrels, and the CircularLet-
ter of his Dxcellency General’Wathington, we alfo beg
leave to affure your Exce]lenc}:, will receive that early'and
ferious confideration, which the importance of their fub-
jelts, and the'deference we entertain of the Grand Council
of the Union, and the virtues and fentiments of the man
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who las been fo confpicuoufly inttrumental in eftablithing
our independence, cannot fail 1o command. .
¢ 'The defigns of Britaid, to affelt a monopoly, or to en-
able its navowed undifguifed fubjelts amongit us, {o'engrofs
a large portion of owr Weft-India trade, we confidently
hope, will, hy the unanimity and firmnefs of the Councils
of the confederate.]l States, be effeftually defeated. And
we are happy to obferve, that a meafure which had for its
ohjedt, fhe monopolizing a particular branch of trade, will’
have a tendency more,generally to divert it into channels,
promative of the interefts of thole Powers who have aided
the United States ia the late war, but more efpecially that
mation whofe illuftripus Monarch has, by a feries of gene?
rous.exertions, fo ellentially contributed fo the attainment
of that happinefs we now enjoy. Your Excellency may
be affured, thit our aid will be moit chearfullyaffoided, to
deprive ilie BiitiM nation'of thofe advantages” fhe expetted
tp derive from reftraints on our commeree, .
" Impreffed with the necefiity of eftablihing commercial
regulations, extending credit, miking provifion For fuhd-
ing the principal, and the payment of the intereft of puii'c
debts, eltablithing, 1eviving and uncouraging femin .ties of
lsarning, improving our revenues; promotinz the fpsedy
fettlenment of the uncultivated teiritory of the State, ievifing
the laws, procuring magazines andimilitary (tores, garri-
foning the Weltecn polts, and providing - a Tliberal fupport’
for the Officas of Govermnient, we fhajl feduloifly apply
vurfslves to advince thole important meafures, convinced
th.t they aré iy fimately’ blended with the moft effential in-
terelts of the State. ’ ,

The election of Delesates to reprafent this State in Con-
grels of the United States of America, has already been a
fuljést of our confideration, and will, we hope, "bé per-

fefted at an eaily day.—That of Members to compofe A

Council of Appointinent, in comnliance with your Excel-
leacy’s recommendation, has alfo been attended td,

[t s with the moit painful emotions3ve obferve that the
fetrlement of accounrs between the Uhnited Stdtes and the
inhabitants of thia State, lias been fo long and {o unnesef-
fasily protrated—A civcumftance which is the more dif-
trefling as'the citizens ‘of this State have peculiarly expe.-
rimceﬁ‘the calimities of the late war, and from their dif~’
ftinguithet! exsrtionsin the common caufe, had at ledit an
equal claim. tb relief with that extended to the other con
felerated States, ,

We fhall be happy by our attention to theimportant cons
cerns, ‘which matt neccluily become fubjefts of our deli-
beration in the piefent feffion, to evince, that the promotion

. of the public weal is our primary objeét,



4

e e m s paasie g s e

Permit us to aflure }*mt‘rEhm&iqu:éy, of the high fenle we
entertain of that unvemitted application to the duties of your.
ftarien, which hasinvariably marked your condu&t through
the whole of your adminiftration in the government of tins
Stite, and that we cannot harbour a doubt, but ‘that you
will continue to exert yourfelf for the advancement of the
ha piuels of a people, in the defence of whofe rights, your
bxcellency has been diftinguithed among their fivit patriots
in the field, and who hwve by their fuffrages, given you the
moft honourable tettimonial of their approbation and con-

fidence, by rrepeatesily re-cli&ting your Excellency to tlie
Chict Mugifljacy of the Siate, . !

. By Order of the Affembly, =
JOHN HATHORN, Speaker,

S e,
Afeably-Chamber, Fan. 28, 1784. v L
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