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.. The deadlme for the grant apphcatlon Is May 31

‘their annual camival in Veteran's Memofial Park from
~.Jun; 22 through Jun. 25. .

bpqﬂu,surpln Emiad:rhlrd bnﬂtlas.

Althotigh one-tesident attended, he just observed. S . i Vo Jeor e
Village attorney Michael Meth and trustee William B The Warwick Valley Humane Society will hold a . ‘f:hm:mﬁ t“i:mamfm St
Lindberg were absent that evening. candlelight vigil for international homeless animals "’,I“" Bﬂt ¢
In othe day in the-Railroad Green on. Saturday, Aug. 20, from ';- lfq-.
N other news: 8:30'until 10 pm. : farmawlnwtﬁnm!or their appetite,
W After months of delays and problems, the microfil- B The board will hold two public hearings at its next 5 Muutlad?hllﬂi m:iﬂuﬂﬂhnmn i
tration plant project is moving ahead and onpathto  regular meeting.on May 2 in.Warwick Village Hall at YT mm:u, 5u|:h Hﬂhlﬂ, e
completion as soon as May 1. The new engineer for 730 pm. The first'will be a public hearing on the pro- - :qn:l in :Inlr[g :n ﬂmy helpﬂrprqta:t

the project is David Connelly of HDR.
MEight of the eleven water Ieaks detected in
a recent survey of the village have beéen
repaired. The village was losing 200,000
gallons of water per day. That number

_posed 2011/12 village budget and the other to repeal

local law adding Article 3A titled dead end streets to
chapter 135 of the village code and passed on Nov,
17, 2008. L :

- Birgit Bogler
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Local towns were important stops on the way to freedom

BY GINNY PRIVITAR

“Have we an Under-Ground Railroad
in Orange County?”

An Independent Republican editorial
posed this question on June 16, 1859, after
a fugitive slave arrived in Chester,

“After examining him and secreting

him until dark?” the editorial went, some
local people “ralsed some money, bought
him a ticket to Elmira, and giving him a
letter to Rev. Mr, Beecher, of that city,
they put him aboard of the New York and
Erie [railroad] cars bound westward”.

The story contines on
pages 34 and 35 with maps
andg photos.
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MOBERN PHOTOS WITH THIS STORY BY GINNY PRIVITAR

This building was traced back-to Vail family members
in 1885, Is it possible this was the Vail Bros. store in the
1850s as well? It’s across from the site of the raltroad
tracks and also from the former location of the

Occidental and has a side entrance, making it a
b, likely candidate.

Lake in
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John Milton Bull had property around

FRIDAY, APRiL 22, 2011

TRACES FROM UNDERGROURND

The Rev. James W. Wood once lived in the
house, pictured below, on the southwest
corner of Hambletonlan and High Street

in Chester. His parsonage offered escaped
slaves a brlef respite from capture as they
made their way north-and to freedom.
Goshen pediatriciar Dr. James Wapshire,
who lived in the house from 1964 to 1984,
made some interesting discoveries.

ahome

LEFT: This blocked off, below-ground area in the
basement led to a tunnel that extended from the
Rev. Wood's parsonage to a house nearer the
rallroad station.

RIGHT: Dr. James Wapshire and his brother
discoverad a removable panel in the back of a buiit-
in bookcase In his childhood home.

on Cromwell Hilt Road, at the northern
s end of the lake, above whatIs now
e Bocci's ftallan Restaurant. According to

A 4 historians Helen Predmore and Roger
o :"-t A. King, he was a statiorimaster of
L et the Underground Railvoad and used to

ferry fugitives In a curtained surrey-like
/ carriage to the next stop: the Chester
Presbyterian Parsonage on High Street.
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Underground Railroad

CONTIRAFED FROM PAGE 1

The apalnst ¥ FPagitive Slave
wﬂ:’ﬂmﬂntmmurmm:m inthe

mmm‘mmmahuu or any law they dizngres

with: “Soom, very scan, will not only this fair fabirke.of
Erpublican Government, reared ummtacmthyuu:
fore-fathers, fall snd go to Tains!”

The pext week & rival paper, The Goslen Democral,
mn & cournler-editorial calling slavery "a crims against
nature and agginst God"; “We will.. ventuse to inform
aur neighber, Ut there is o undarﬁnund railroad in
this {and many anather}) Coanty, and all the dotgh-foced
*pat:ms'm!he o ean't bear it ug,

Soame pe mﬂmuf: County, ht-n:lc ani white, put
Hmns:lnﬁ at great risk to help fugitive slaves. Theiz
homes, and the paths that fugitives fnllowed to Canssda
and freedom, eomprised the Underground Railroad.,
The Monroe station

Fugitives traveled through Warwick and Monres on
their way to Chester, an Im hab. From
there, fugitives could travel nocth by train or aver land.

It is difficull o verily local accounta of the Under-
groand Rallvoad, Mo one whn lelped lh: Fugitives socxpe
falked at the tims aboot what they did

William Henry Seward:
More abuhm:-mst than Lincoln
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Teritorias” orrered one of the most important

trored et g Harrees vhio vl
mwmmwm .ﬁﬁli Hlsnbl
mach lh hﬂdﬁ

cATEE AN SETH T

www.warwickadvertiser.com

But one fist-persan ac-
count was published in
1885, and reputable his-
torians hayve taken op the

pct, Acconding bo Helen
Predmore, who wrote " The
Chester (MY} Charch: &
History 1799-1965)" some
routes  extended from
Permepivania north threagh
e Jersey "end across the
“Tiywn of Waraick o Walton
Labee andd then into Chester,
where two fines continued
northward!

John bMilton Bull (1798~
170 was e poungest son of Quaker pasents- His home,
at the narth end of Walton Lake bn Monree, was onesiop
om the Undesground Railvoad, Ball nsed a carriage with
curtaing tobiring nanmsays to Chester,

Acconding to Pr:riumre Bull would drive the fugities
irpho the parsonagn barn of the Rev. [ames
W Wiood, om | mmnm:ﬁﬁmm
High atrest in Chester, They ware brought into the house
under cover of darkmess.

Rath Predmore and author Rager A, King document the
reminiscences of Bull’s grandson, Harry C, Bull, Harmy
remembersd from his yoath the “old carriage in which
fugitives wore transparted from his grandmother's house
fin Monroa] to Chester," acconding to Kings account.

Goshen pediatrician Dr, James Wapshise ved in the
former Wood parsonagn from 1964 to 1984, He said
that he mﬂmmh:;ndd]dremﬁmmad a halkow
soand to the wall behind a built-in bookease next to the
fireplace. Inmtla:aﬂﬁdhu. they found a removable
bottom back panel ehind that, & cavity in which o
peraon could stand.

'I‘I:m basement vielded another surprise, One day the

pehires’ caretaker, who lived across High Streat near

]?:[ dm-¢u|.1:n1lunm surprized Or. Wapshire's

in her kitchen. He had

cmmul.mu [ un connecting his property to the
ot and then made his way npstadss,

:}c:r':huutw Ester demodished. The sppar-

eat axdt n the Wapshires' basement looks like s window,

bt it 5 helow grade bevel, It was subsequantly blocked

off 2nd painted. Its current residents know nothing of

its history, Was Lhis tunnel used by fugitives to enter the

caretaker's ouse, which is closer fo the milrosd?

Dodging the marshal

Although not a5 nnpuﬂam i stop as Chester, Goshen
also played a role in the Undesground Ralroad. Ambross
Spencer Murray, disector of the Mrw York and Erje Rail-
tead from 1853 th'wgh 1867, lived in Goshen and was a
staumneh abalitlordst. He was said to have left tickets and
passes El.;P'wmhr:ﬁur Fugitives at Lhe Erbs station.

edlesa] marahals and slave owmwers were seanch-
Ing for escaped slaves in Chester, the fugitives maght be
put off on a side trick at Goshen, or eross the tracks fo the
Vail Brotlvers dry goods store on West Maln Street {acos
from the Oceidental Hotel, which was wear the present -
day post office). They could hide among the boxes and
lbarrols in the basement hefore continuing their jonmey.
i puarswsd, they coabd escape by & side door,

An African-American from Goshen, dMatthias Droyer,
purportedly assisted store ewners Wilmot . and Eob-
ert Montgomery Vail in their efforts. De. Graham, whose
dentist’s affice was above the Vails' store, alse helped,

In the June 1, 1885, edition of The Crangs
Farmer, Wilmolﬁcr.ﬂ sh:rﬂ:ed the plight of an African-
American famdly with two children who arrived at his
store closely Ty thelr slave owner and a federal
mmnrihal. With the help of Tir, Graham and Joeal black elti-
zemes, Wilmat managed to owtwit and altimastely intimi-
date the pursusss (2ee his sccount, Tight),

Thanks to a few brave seads, Orange
some momnents of grace in the history of slavery in the
United States, Tha split in sentiment {n the Democratic
Party the anti-slavery Republican Party in 1860
elect a little-kmown moderate to the presidency: Abra-
fham Lincoln

Shavery, and whether it would be allowed to contloue,
was the central cause of the hloody war to come,

| camie early to the
conclusion that
somathing was
wrong...and [that]
detarmined me to be
an abolitionlst."”
Wiliarn Menry Sevaard

can claim

Terrified family finds protection
ils ecoount by mmgl Wizl waz, mﬂww The
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tha aga of 19 yoars, and | teedd "agent” of the
Sysberm at that stationSam arrwied on foot
el sametifmes a friendy comfuctor arlmad would help®
their thees vess & colorad man
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iddlsbown.” That Iete speoch Ssed Ui The tran was
anmmm&uMNMMM
‘st cariest-off, In the mianbime
arrangaMmEns ware made to gk the fugitives ot of-own and

(b el besdn g e Ly wsne ol shoaed and taken
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marsha came back iy Geshen furloes cver the trick that

1t wases e staut dusk and ohse
WER on the corpers ready aﬂyu.hmshs
conclusad it avisabie to St e go. fnd that was the bt of
Hhis episod.

7 Thig man
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the scars
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thin wiclous
punishmen
meted out
by slave
TS o
THNENAE
that wore
captured.




