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I had picked up, "My Antonia " many years ago by chance. I was looking for an 
author I had never read. I was immediately entranced by Willa Cather’s writing : 

her succinct imagery, her skill and ability to transport the reader .  There is something simultaneously 
soulful ,strangely sweet and human about the characters in this  book. Over time I've read a great deal of 
American literature but nothing had inspired me, left me with such a profound sense of place or with the 
quality of  humanity found in Catha's writing. 
 
My formal training is as an artist but my road of destiny has taken me to many other places including a store 
owner and an elected official. I continue to paint and use my creative skills and temperament to bring what I 
hope are fresh perspectives to areas often considered non creative. 
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